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Dear Friends, 
 
I’m afraid I have some difficult news. In fact, it’s hard for me to even write 
this letter to you. I wish I could have spoken with each of you individually, 
but unfortunately this is the only way I knew to tell you all at once. After 
Sunday, August 30, I will no longer be your pastor. I have accepted a 
position as a Parish Associate at Faith Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, 
and Mary, the kids, and I will be moving there soon. I cannot adequately 
express how difficult of a decision this was for us to make and how deeply 
we care about each of you. Ultimately, we have to do what’s best for our 
family and remain faithful to God’s call on our lives. While this decision 
brings us great sadness, we feel confident that it is the right one. 
 
There is so much that we want to say, but words fall short of expressing all 
that we feel right now. I do want to make sure that you know that this 
decision has nothing to do with our feelings about this congregation or 
anyone in it. We are in love with this church family and have felt so blessed 
to be a part of it for two amazing years. You embraced as us your family and 
we cannot begin to describe how grateful we are for that. We truly think of 
you as family and love you all dearly.  
 
Also, please understand that it was never our intention to be here for such a 
short time. Our plan was to be here at least until I completed my studies, but 
we have come to the realization that this is just too much for us to handle 
and the strain it is putting on our family is too great. It hurts to think that we 
are leaving so soon and, to be perfectly honest, I feel like I have failed you. 
The truth, however, is that I have simply taken on too much—more than any 
one person can handle—and it was shortsighted of me to think I could do it 
all. For that I apologize. It was hard for us to admit to ourselves, but we 
can’t ignore it any longer. 
 
Finally, I simply want to say thank you. Thank you especially for your 
patience with me as a first time pastor. I could not have asked for a better  
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place to begin my ministry and I consider myself uniquely blessed to have 
been called your pastor for these past two years. I probably made more 
mistakes than I even realize, but you were always so loving, kind, and 
understanding. Thank you for showing us grace and so embodying the love 
of Christ in how you received and welcomed us into your family. From the 
first day we ever came to visit Jasper we felt a strong sense of love and 
welcome here, and that never faded. Thank you, thank you, thank you. We 
truly can’t say thank you enough. 
 
As difficult as this is for all of us, we leave here feeling nothing but 
gratefulness and with the utmost confidence that the ministry of this 
congregation will continue. I hope that in our time here this church has 
grown stronger in faith and ministry, but this church was strong long before 
we arrived. The ministry that happens here is not about any one person—it 
never has been and it never will be. God’s mercies are still new every 
morning—the gospel still goes on. None of us know what the future holds, 
but we can still confidently claim, in the words of one our favorite hymns, 
“All I have needed, Thy hand has provided. Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord 
unto me.” Transition is never easy, but our God is so faithful. 
 
Whatever you may be feeling upon hearing this news we invite you to share 
with us. We want to spend as much time as we can with you during the 
precious few weeks we have left. You will always be in our prayers and we 
covet yours. We love you all deeply. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Sheldon 
 


